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THE  PETERSFIELD  RURAL _ DISTRICT  COUNCIL# 

t 

The  Medical  Offi cer's  Annual  Report  for  1945* 


The  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  •  •' 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  information  the 
Annual  Public  Health  Report  of  the  Petersfield  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1945* 

The  Report,  though  still  curtailed,  will',  I 
believe  meet  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry' of 
Health.  t 

The  Health  of' the  District  throughout  the  year 
has  been  maintained  most  satisfactorily  and  no  interruption 
whatsoever  to  any  of  the  essential  Services  took  place  at 
any  time  during  the  year. 

■  *  The  Medical  charge  of  the  District  was  held 

'by  me  throughout  the  year. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  crue  to  the  entire  Public 
Health  Staff  for  their  loyal  and  efficient  services,  but 
mors  especially ' to  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Swan  for  their 
efficient  co-operation. 

•  Yours  faithfully, 

U  S Hi  uOua.  , 

f 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Petersfield  Rural  District. 

•  ■  *\ 

Petersfield  .  ,  '  . : '  ; 

20th  September  1946.  " 


STATISTICS. 


\ 


Area  of  District* 

Population  (Est* ) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses. 

Number  of  Assessments* 

Rateable  Value* 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATH S . 


Li Ye  Births. 


M  F 


56,155  acres 
18,000. 
4,956. 

5,6000 

£112,618. 

£455. 


Total  Total 
1945  1944 


Legitimate. 

Illegitimate 


139  128  267  329 

26  28  54  31 


Still  Births* 

14  5  '!-• 

14'  5  2 


Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 


Birth  Rate  Live  Births  per  1000  Estimated  Populat ion.  17*83 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  England  and  Wales.  16* 1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births.  30*21 


19*96 
17*6 
34.  8 


Deaths* 


M  F  Total 


Total 

1944 


Deaths  from  all  causes.  98  112 

Death  Rate  per  lOOOestimated  Resident  Population. 
Death  Rate  per  1000  England  and  Wales. 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Legitimate.  9  8 

Illegitimate.  -  1 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  Infants  per  1000 

Legitimate  Live  Births. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  for  England  and  Wales* 

Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000 

Illegitimate  Live  Births. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  population  f rom: - 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

All  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Heart  Disease. 

Cancer  (all  cases. ) 

Smallpox.  Enteric,  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Diarrhoea. 

Menbrenous,  Croup  and -Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under  2  years 
of  age* 


210  226 

11*66  12*09 

11*  4  11*  60 


17  13 

1  2 

56*20  45*59 

46*00  46*  00 

18*52  64*51 


.33  *16 

*  05  *  05 

3*27  3*37 

1*  94  2*  24 
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.Notes  on  Vital  Statistics. 


Births. 


The  total  number  of  Births  Registered  during  the  year 
compare  very  favourably  with  those  for  1944 *  the  figures  being  267 
Legitimate  Births  and  54  Illegitimate  Births,  as  compared  with  329 
and  31  respectively.  There  was  an  increase  of  23  Illegitimate  Births 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


A  Birth  Rate  of  17#  83  per  1000  of  the  Estimated  Population 
shows  a  decline  of  2*  13  as  compared  with  1944  hut  is  *6l  above  that 
for  1943*  The  Birth  Rate  however  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
Birth  Rate  .Of  16*1  for  the-  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Ihe  substantial  increase  in  illegitimacy  can  -only, /be  . 
explained  by  the  fact  that  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  under 
review,  two  Wartime  Emergency  Maternity  Homes  still  functioned  in 
the  District,  which  Homes  received  both  Evacuated  and  Service  Cases 

The  Mortality  among  illegitimate  children  shows  a  substart i 
decline  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  figure  for  1944* 


The  figures  presented  as  a  whole  may  be  regarded  as.  ; 
generally  satisfactory,  having  regard  to  the  conditions  prevailing 
throughout  the  District  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year. 


Causes _ of _ Death. 

M  F 


Typhoid. 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Scarlet  Pever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Tuberculosis  .(Respitary  System) 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms) 

. 

Syphilitic  Diseases. 

' 

Influenza* 


Measles* 


Cancer  (Buc.Cav.  and  Oe soph  M) 

S  . 

dancer  Uterus'  (P) 

•  ; 

Cancer  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

: 

Cancer  of  Breast. 


Cancer  all  other  Forms. 


Diabetes. 


Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions* 


1  3 

2 

5 

3  3 

£  *  • 

1 

7  12 

2  1 

7  10 


Total  Total 
1945  1944 » 


6  3 

1-  1 


4 


4 


2 

5 

6 

1 

19 

3 

17 


1 

2 

8 

5 

24 

2 

26 


M  F  Total  Total 

1945  1944 


Heart  Disease.  . 

27 

32 

• 

59 

63 

Other  Disorders  of  Circulatory  System. 

4  ' 

•; 

4  , 

7  - 

Bronchitis. 

5 

4  r. 

9 

7- 

Pneumonia. 

7 

5 

12 

7 

Other  Respitary  Diseases. 

— 

- 

- 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum. 

3 

— 

3 

•  i  * 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years. ) 

1 

2 

(  •' 

3 

2 

Appendicitis. 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Disorders. 

2 

‘  2 

4 

6 

Nephritis. 

— 

- 

— 

7 

Premature  Birth. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Sui cide. 

3 

— 

3 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents. 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Other  Violent  Causes. 

2 

2 

4 

3 

All  Other  cases.  •  •  * • . 

11 

14 

25 

26 

Total 

90 

108 

198  : 

226 

Although  conditions  during  the 

first  half 

of  the 

year  continued  to  be  favourable  for  the 

spr 

ead  of 

Infectious 

Disease,  the  incidence  of  Infection  was 

except ionally  low,  I 

am 

again  pleased  to  r export  that  there  were 

no 

cases 

of 

the  more 

viralent  Fevers  such  as  Typhoid,  Cerebro  Spinal,  Scarlet  Fever  ahcl 
Diphtheria,  nor  of  the  more  common  of  the  Childrens  complaints- 
No  deaths  from  either  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  were  recorded* 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Heart  iailure 
was  again  fairly  high,  but  some  improvement  on  the  proceeding 
two  years  is  noticeable.  The  total  number  of  deaths  trom  all 
Forms  of  Cancer  was  33?  of  whom  12  were  Males  and  21  females,  as 
compared  with  4'0  for  the  preceeding  year,  and  35  for  1943*  These 
figures  represent  a  percentage  of  the  total  deaths  of  lp  71  >  1®  58 

and  15*41  respectively. 
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The  total  deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Heart  for  the  year 
y;as  59  compared  with  63  for  the  preceeding  year,  and  59  for  the 
year  1943?  This  represents  a  percentage  of  the  total  deaths  of 
?8#09>  27s 87  and  26*00  respectively. 


GENERAL  H  DAL  Til  0  ON  PI  TI.  CiTO > , 

The  year  passed  without  any  special  incident  or  occurrence 
of  sufficient  importance  worthy  of  record.  A  normal  high  standard 
of  health  was  maintained. 

The  population  of  the  District  during  the  year  cannot  he 
described  as  static*  people  who  had  found  temporary  accommodation 
in  the  District  during  the  war  years  returned  to  their  former  homeso 
There  was  also  a  large  exodus  of  evacuated  School  Children*  Agri¬ 
culture  continues  to  absorb  a  large  percentage  of  the  male  adult 
population.  An  appreciable  number  of  female  adults  also  now  find, 
occupation  in  the  numerous  Dairy  Farms  and  on  the  land*  J-he 
District  being  largely  Residential  in  character,  provides  homes  for 
people  who  find  the  conditions  and  the  services  available  in  the 
several  Villages  and  Townships  suitable  for  Retirement.  The 
District  being  almost  wholly  Agricultural  and  Residential  in 
character  has  no  conditions  of  either  labour  or  environment  which 
might  have  any  influence  on  or  affect  the  general  health  of  the 
community.  The  general  health  among  School  children  has  been 
exceptionally  good.  The  incidence  of  Infectious  diseases,  except 
that  of  Measles,  was  particularly  low.  The  provision  of  Mid-day 
meals  at  Schools  in  the  District  has  been  extended,  and.  will  in  the 
near  future  include  all  Schools  under  the  County  Education  Authority. 

The  Local  Education  Authority’s  proposals  to  conform  with 
the  requirements  of  the  new  Education  Act  have  not  yet  been  made 
fully  public*  It  is  anticipated  that  numerous  improvements  and 
better  conditions  generally  will  result  in  the  Schools,  especially 
those  located  in  the  more  isolated  parts  of  the  district. 

In  conclusion  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  standard  of 
Health  in  the  District  during  the  year  has  been  most  satisfactcry 
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We  confidently  look  forward  to  a  gradual  but  steady  improvement 

!>•  V'  A 

in  and  the  fulfilment  of  many  promises  of  better  conditions  in  the 
Medical  and  Public  Health  Services,  in  Water  Supplies,  disposal  of 
Sewage,  Education  and  last  but  not  least  in  Housing* 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  Notified. 


1945. 

1944* 

1943- 

1942. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

13 

18 

23 

24 

Whooping  Cough. 

15 

38 

23 

41 

Diphtheria. 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Ery sipelas* 

5 

8 

4 

4 

Measles. 

267. 

63 

104 

127 

Pneumonia. 

3 

5 

6 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Typhoid. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poleomyelitis. 

— 

2 

— 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

1 

3 

- 

- 

Chicken  Pox. 

4 

11 

— 

- 

Dysentery. 

36 

40 

-  — 

- 

Rubella. 

2 

77 

— 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

1 

— 

— * 

- 

Vincents. 

1 

_ 

— 

In  all  cases,  except  Measles,  the  figures  for, 1945  are 
substantially  below  those  of  the  proceeding  year. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  District  was  visited  by 
a  mild  epidemic  of  Measles.  This  was  of  limited  duration. 

The  3^  cases  of  Dysentery  were  all  of  young  children  from 
a  School  which  had  been  evacuated  into  the  District.  Altogether 
76  cases  were  notified  from  the  same  Establishment,  40  at  the  latter 
end  of  1944*  The  cause  of  the  outbreak  was  never  solved. 

During  the  year  a  large  number  of  Typhoid,  Small  Pox  and 
Typhus  Contacts  arrived  in  the  District  from  overseas,  but  largely 
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taken  by  the  Military  and 


as  a  result  of  the  extensive  precautions 
Local  Authorities 9  and  the  keen  surveillance  of  Port  Health 
Authorities  no  single  case  developed  in  the  District. 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  entire  absence  of  Diphtheria  from 

the  District.  This  most  satisfactory  result  can  be  directly 
attributed  to  the  very  active  campaign  of  Immunisation  of  children, 
especially  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years,  against  th^ 

The  Cases  of  Scabies  recorded  during  the  year  were  '/-ry 


normal. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  recorded  and  mortality. 


■ _ _  ■■■■■  *  ■*-r 

New  Gases. 

Dea' 

ths. 

Age 

Peri ods. 

Respiratory. 

Non 

Respiratory 

Total. 

Respira 

tory* 

-  Non  Total 

Resoir atory  • 

M 

F 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M  P 

0  years. 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

1-5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

5-10 

— 

— 

2 

1 

*7 

3 

— 

— 

—  —  — * 

10  -  15 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1. 

15  -  20 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

_  —  — 

20  -  25 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

- 

1 

25  -  30 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

30  -  35 

2 

- 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

-  1 

35  -  40 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

__  1 

40  -  45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

—7 

D 

1 

— 

1 

45  -  50 

1 

■  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

50  -  55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

- 

— 

— -  — 

55  -  6o 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

50  —  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

-  1 

65  Upwards. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•— 

10 

8 

3 

1 

22 

P 

3 

-  -  5 

The  number  of  new  cases  recorded  during  the  year  was 
22  as  compared  with  17  for  the  previous  year  and  19  in  1cjU3- 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Respiratory  causes  was  3  as 

compared  with  2  for  the  proceeding  year  and  2  ioi  UU j 

The  total  number  of  cases  recorded  in  the  Register  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  Pulmonary  39  Non  Pulmonary  30  as  compared 
with  52  and  29  respectively  for  1944  and  41  and  30  for  the  ,,-ar 
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HEALTH  SERVICES • 


facilities  available  for  the  treatment  of  sickness  and 
disease  remain  very  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years  and  the  posi- 

tion  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows 
Infectious  Disease*  ,A11  removable  cases  worn  r^ceiv^d 
petersfield  Joint  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  which  provides  and 
maintains  beds  for  22  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  22  oab^s  of 
Diphtheria.  The  Hospital  maintains  an  Ambulance  which  is  available 
for  the  removal  to  Hospital  of  all  Infectious  Cases,  and  for  the 
removal  of  infected  Clothing,  Bedding  etc  for  treatment  at  the 
Disinfection  Station  maintained  at  the  Hospital.  The  Hospital  also 
provides  treatment  for  cases  of  Scabies.  Such  cases  are  brought  in 
as  Day  patients,  and  are  efficiently  treated  by  the  Matron  and  otaff 
as  a  voluntary  measure.  The  thanks  of  the  Council  are  again  due 
to  the  Matron  and  Staff  for  their  ready  and  willing  co-operatiois. 

General  Hospital  Treatment* 

Hospital  Treatment  for  General  cases  is  available  a- 

Petersfield,  Havant  and  Haslemere  Hospitals.  These  Hospitals 

normally  meet  the  requirements  of  the  District, 

The  provision  made  during  the  War  for  the  treatment  and 

Nursing  of  evacuated  arid  si'cfe  children  at  "Heath  House"  Petersfiexc., 

and  "Mooreys"  Liss,  is  no  longer  available. 

\ 

The  provisions  made  by  the  Nursing  Association  in  the 
several  Parishes  remains  the  same.  Every  Parish  has  thv.  services 
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of  a  District  Nurse. 


The  Health  Visitors  appointed  and  maintained  by  the 


County  Authority  are  available  for  service  in  emergency:.  Their 
normal  duties  consist  in  visiting  and  assisting  in  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases?  and  the  regular  visiting  of  Schools  o  n  t  c- 
Lab oratory  Facil it ie e . _ 

All  Medical  Practitioners  have  every  facility  aval  lab  e 
at  The  County  Laboratory?  Winchester- for  Chemical  and  Baste. ./logi¬ 
cal  examination  of  Specimens. 

Maternity. 

The  temporary  Hospitals  at  uCollyers"  Steep?  and 
Chiltley  Place?  Liphook,  which  primarily  provided  Beds  for 
Evacuated  Mothers  during  the  War  years  are  no  longer  available. 

Both  Establishments  were  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year*  The 
County  Council  has  acquired  premises  at  Liss  which  after  adaptation 
will  function  as  a  Maternity  Hospital  of  10  beds  *  This  institution 
in  this  corner  of  the  County  was  very  much  overdue  and  will  fill 
a  long  felt  want.  The  Home,  I  understand  has  been  adapted  for  the 
requirements  of  a  Maternity  Home,  and  is  now  actively  functioning. 
It  is  hoped  that  an  efficient  Ambulance  Service  will  be  provided 
in  order  to  convey  cases  to  and  from  the  Home*  There  appears  mb 
present  to  be  some  disparity  in  the  charges  made  for  such  Ambulance 
service  in  different  parts  of  the  District.  Charges  for  Ambulance 
Service  should?  I  consider?  be  uniform,  regardless  of  distance  to 
and  from  the  Maternity  Home. 

District  Nurses  are  available  for  all  Anti-natal  wcALi. 
and  attend  at  home  Confinements  whenever  required. 

Clinical  and  Treatment  Centres. 


As  in  previous  years,  Clinics  are  available  at  Havant*. 
Petersfield,  Liss  and  Liphook.  These  Clinics  are  well  centraiie  :d. 
and  adequately  serve  the  whole  District. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  also  established 
at  Horndean,  Hawkley?  Liss?  Liphook,  Petersfield  and  Rowlands 
Castle. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinics  available  to  the  whole  District  are 

well  situated  at  Alton,  Petersficld  and  Havant. 

I'he  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  established  at  Havan- 
available  to  and  serves  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District. 

The  Portsmouth  City  Council  Venereal  Disease  Treatment 
Centre  is  also  available  to  residents  in  the  Rural  District 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNI 3 ATI ON . 

The  Immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  was 
most  actively  persued  throughout  the  year.  A  total  of  159  children 
between  1  and  15  years  were-  given  primary  immunisation,  consisting 
of  two  inoculations  at  four  weekly  intervals-  In  addition  a  total 
of  h2h  children  were  given  a  secondary  and  re-enforcing  irnmunisa^.u.k 
in  order  to  bring  up  their  protection  against  the  disease  which 
would  have  gradually  waned  through  the  passage  of  time  the^r 

primary  immunisation.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  this  method  of 
protection  in  children  especially  between  1  and  5  years  of  age, 
when  the  ravages  of  this  most  dreaded  disease  can  be  most  alarming 
and  calamitous  is  now  very  popular  in  theDistrict.  The  whole 
Sural  Area  can  be  considered  to  be  very  satisfactorily  protects- 
Apathy  and  indifference  to  protection  still  exists  to  some  extent 
with  some  parents  in  spite  of  the  proved  efficeny  of  the  under t akin* 
Steps  are  constantly  being  taken  to  overcome  this  and  the  result: 
are  definitely  encouraging.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  tas-b  os 
the  disease  were  reported  during  the  year  and  consequently  no 
deaths. 

Our  gratitude  and  thanks  are  due  to  all  Teachers  in  all 
the  Schools  in  the  Area  as  well  as  to  the  County  Council  Health 
Visitors  for  their  interest  and  active  co-operation  in  this 
undertaking.  The  high  standard  of  success  attained  is  due  entirely 
to  their  splendid  effort. 

WATER  SUPPLIES > 

Although  the  Rainfall  in  the  District  for  the  past  four 
years  has  been  substantially  below  normal,  the  yield  at  all  sources 
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of  supply  proved  adequate  for  all  requirements  throughout  the  year. 
Samples  of  vvater  from  all  the  sources  of  supply  were  taken  at  regular 
periods,  and  submitted  for  analysis,  and  the  Reports  made  on  the 
analyses  were  at  all  times  satisfactory. 

The  area  supplied  remains  the  same  in  all  parishes  in 
the  District  with  the  exception  of  the  Parish  of  Colemore  and  priors  — 
dene.  Although  the  percentage  of  the  District  both  in  area  and 
population  supplied  with  a  piped  service  is  well  above  the  average 
for  Rural  Districts,  there  is  yet  room  for  improvement.  The  proposed 
service  to  Colemore  and  priorsdene  is  much  overdue  and  now  that  the 
War  is  over  nothing  should  stand  in  the  way'  of  providing  this  much 
overdue  supply,  especially  as  an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  available 
at  the  Hawkley  Pumping  Station.  The  need  for  water  both  for  domestic 
and  Agricultural  purposes  is  urgent,  and  the  County  agricultural 
xecutive  Committee  are  very  concerned  with  the  absence  of  a  water 
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service  for  Dairying  purposes. 

As  the  Council  has  resolved  to  provide  Sewerage  facilities 

at  Buriton  and  Cast  Meon,  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  is  sn  obvious 
necessity.  This  must  be  regarded  as  urgent,  and  advisable  in  view  of 
the  Grants  now  available  under  the  Rural  Sewerage  and  Water  ect  1945* 
The  Supplies  at  Hawkley  and  Froxfield  are  both  adequate  and 

satisfactory. 

I  report  more  fully  on  each  undertaking  as  follows  - 

BURITON. 

The  yield  at  this  source  proved  adequate  for  the  needs  oi 
the  area  throughout  the  year,  which  during  the  summer  period  was 

f 

substantially  above  that  of  the  corresponding  periods  in  the  three 
preceeding  years. 

This  supply  is  adequate  for  the  present  day  requirements  of 
the  locality,  but  is  not  capable  of  any  expansion.  The  water  is 
obtained  from  the  chalk  formation  where  the  level  of  water  in  tne 


CP 

o 


round  varies  considerably  according  to  the  season.  The  excel’lant 
quality  of  the  water  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 
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FROXFIELD. 


The  supply  proved  adequate  and  satisfactory  in  every 
respect,  and  here  again  the  minimum  yield  during  the  summer  period 
did  not  fall  so  low  as  in  the  three  immediately  proceeding  years. 

The  Domestic  and  Agricultural  need'  of  the  Parish  is  new  practically 
met,  very  little  further  expansion  is  anticipated.  The  yield  at  th 
Ashford  Springs  may  be  regarded  as  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 


Ca* 


hawkley. 

The  yield  at  this  source  continues  to  be  abundant,  and 
could  supply  several  thousand  additional  people.  Practically  tn 
whole  of  the  Parish  is  now  supplied  from  this  source.  During  the 
summer  months  the  Liss  area  was  substantially  augmented  from  this 


supply. 

LISS. 

The  low  rainfall  particularly  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  resulted  in  the  Do&combe  yield  reaching  the  minimum  summer 
level  earlier  than  usual,  and  consequently  the  Springs  were  not 
fully  recovered  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  subnormal  Rainfall  of 
late  1944  and  early  194 3  became  apparent  in  the  yield  from  Palmers 
Farm  .towards  the  end  of  the  summer  period,  but  the  yield  from  both 
sources  augmented  from  Hawkley  was  more  than  adequate  to  meet .all 
requireme nts. 

EAST  HE ON.  This  supply  was  found  generally  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year,  and  all  requirements  in  the  area  were  met. 

LANGRI3H  and  STEEP.  •  '  •  1 


The  Parish  of  Langrish  and  a  portion  of  the  Parish  of 
Steep  is  supplied  by  water  purchased  in  bulk. 

The  service  throughout  the  year  was  both  adequate  and 
satisfactory  for  all  requirements. 

CL  AIRFIELD,  HORN  DEAN  and  ROWLANDS  CASTLE. 

These  three  Parishes  situated  South  of  the  Downs  are 
adequately  supplied  by  the  Portsmouth  Water  Co.  The  service 
throughout  the  year  was  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 
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BRAMSHOTT  and  GRE  AT  HAM. 


Both  Parishes  are  supplied  by  the  We.y  Valley  Water  Go.  , 
whose  service  was  adequate  and  satisfactory  throughout  the  year* 
.All  water  supplied  throughout  the  District  with  the 
exception  of  Buriton  and  East  Meon  is  now  chemically  treated  as  a 
pre cautionary  measure  -before  passing  onto  the  service  Mains. 


The  general  character  of  water  supplied  from  the  several 
Undertakings  remains  unchanged  and  the  quality  showed  but  little 
fluctuation  throughout  the  year.  The  supply  most  liable  to 
fluctuation  is  that  from  the  Doscombe  Springs  where  the  Collecting 
Area  is  covered  with  Shrub  and  rank  vegetable  growth,  which  decays  and 
g&es  back  into  the  soil,  and  after  very  heavy  rain  affects,  to  some 
extent,  the  quality  or  the  water  by  an  increased  inorganic  content. 

N 

The  water  from  all  sources  is,  however,  more  or  less  free  of  B»  Goli 

and  other  'similar  undesirable  organisms. 

•  •  •  ,  / 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  so  far  as  present  requirements 
are  concerned  Water  supplies  m  the  District  may  be  regarded  as 
generally  satisfactory. 

The  following  extensions  and  improvements,  are  however, 


recommended  for  early  attention  viz:- 

(a)  Adequate  piped  service  to  serve  the  Agricultural  and 
Domestic  need  of  the  Parish  of  Colemore  and  Priorsdene. 

t 

(b)  Improved  service  and  extensions  in  the  Parish  of  Buriton 

(c)  The  provisions  of  a  more  abundant  supply  in  the  Parish 
of  East  Meon. 


These  improvements  can  be  accomplished  by  either  exploiting 
the  now  known  abundant  supplies  within  the  district  or  by  obtaining 
supplies  from  Statutory  Undertakings  outside  the  District  already 
supplying  parts  of  the  District  under  their  Statutory  Powers. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  sewage  disposal  remains  the 
same  as  in  previous  years.  It  is  unfortunate  that,  owing  to  War  and 
other  circumstances,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  any 
Extensions  or  Improvements  since  193&*  when  a  substantial  extension 


of  Sewers  was  carried  out  in  the  parish  of  Bramshott. 

The  Council  has  resolved  to  carry  out  extensive  Works 
as  part  of  a  post-war  Programme,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that 
financial.)  labour  and  other  factors  have  so  far  retarded  any  material 
progress  in  that  direction. 

The  Council’s  Programme  with  respect  to  Sewage  Disposal 
include  the  following  Works : - 

(a)  Extension  to  the  Disposal  Works  at  Liss. 

(b)  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  Buriton. 

(c)  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  East  Meon. 

(d)  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  Greatham. 

(e)  Extension  of  Sewers  at  Steep. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  conditions  in  the  near  future  will 
be  such  as  to  enable  the  Council  to  bring  at  least  some  of  these 
proposals  to  fruition. 

The  existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  at  Bramshott,  Horndean 

Liss  and  Rowlands  Castle,  are  all  efficient  and  capable  of  adequately 

dealing  with  all  sewage  discharged  at  the  respective  Works.  At 

Liss,  the  discharge  at  the  Outfall  during  several  months  in  the  year 

capacity  of  the 

is  considerably  in  excess  of  the/ Works.  The  final  effluent  at  all 
Works  continue  to  be  very  satisfactory.  The  District  will  be 
extremely  well  serviced  when  the  Progress  outlined  above  is  carried 
into  effect. 

In  view  of  the  proposed  Housing  Programme  in  the  Liss  area, 
the  necessary  extensions  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Work^bhould  be  given 
first  priority. 

SC  WSNGING. 

The  curtailed  service  of  Scavenging  in  the  District 
continued  throughout  the  year.  I  am,  however,  pleased  to  record 
that  at  the  time  of  writing,  this  Service  has  now  been  fully  restored 
to  all  Parishes  throughout  the  district. 

A  service  of  Cesspool  Emptying  continues  to  be  operative 
in  the  Parishes  of  bramshott,  Liss,  Buriton,  Clanfield,  Horndean 
and  Rowlands,  while  a  service  of  E.  C.  Pail  Scavenging  is  operative 


in  the  Parishes  of  Buriton,  East  Me  on,  Liss  and  Bramshott. 

two  ,  _ 

In  the/last  mentioned  Parishes  the  services  of  Cesspool 


and  E.C.  Pail  Scavenging  is  available  only  to  a  small  percentage 
of  the  inhabitants  who  owing  to  topographical  reasons  cannot  avail 

themselves  of  the  sewerage  facilities  provided. 

Owing  principally  to  labour  difficulties,  the.  Council 
resolved  to  purchased  an  additional  Scavenging  Vehicle  and  to  under¬ 
take  the  work  of  E.C.  Pail  Scavenging  by  direct  labour  instead  of  by 
Contract  as  hitherto.  This  arrangement  which,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
had  been  in  operation  for  a  few  months,  has  proved  entirely  satisfac¬ 
tory,  the  Vehicle  is  also  employed  on  other  Scavenging  Work  and  on 
£he  collection  of  Salvage. 


HOUSING. 


Since  I  submitted  my  last  Report  a  considerable  amount  ol 
time  and  labour  has  been  expended  on  preparatory  work  in  connection 
with  Housing  matters*  I  regret  I  am  not  able  to  report  Nf  pro0r^oS 


I  had  anticipated. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  in  negotiation  for 
several  acres  of  land  proposed  to  be  acquired  for  Housing  Sites, 
either  by  requisition  or  by  Compulsory  Acquisition.  The  Council  mad^ 
an  Order  for  the  compulsory  acquisition  of  approximately  20  ac^^s 
Liphook,  which  Order  is  still  waiting  confirmation  by  the  Ministry  * 
Negotiations  were  also  being  carried  on  in  respect  of  Sites  ut 
Buriton,  Clanfield,  Liss,  Horndean,  Langrish  and  Steep.  It  has  1  . 

^  '[  J’ 

become,  evident  that  the  Housing  Programmes  of  Local  Authorities  are 
not  going  to  be  as  expeditious  as  forecast  by  the  Central  ;ufhority- 
One  of  the  many  principal  deterrents  is  the  rapidly  increasing  cost 
of  labour  and  the  shortage  of  the  principal  basic  materials* 

The  Council  has,  and  I  believe  wisely,  resolved  not  to  make 
use  of  the  much  talked  of  Prefabricated  Houses,  these  would  be  out  of 
place  in  our  Villages  and  Hamlets,  most  of  which  have  a  charming 


rural  background. 

The  Housing  situation  in  the  meantime  appears  to  become 


more  and  mors  acute,  principally  in  co  laequence  of  the  return 
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into  the  locality  of  a  large  number  of  Service  personel  who  having 
married  during  the  War  years  are  precluded  from  enjoying  the 

amenities  of  a  separate  home. 

It  is  difficult  to  as. ess  the  number  of  new  houses  actu¬ 
ally  required?  until  conditions  become  more  static,  I  oelive  tnat 
the  Council  has  decided  wisely  on  a  policy  of  building  the  largest 
number  of  houses  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

The  number  of  houses  required  can  be  better  assessed 
later?  and  the  Council  is  wisely-inking  ample  provision  for  future 
requirements  by  acquiring  land  in  the  principal  communal  centres. 

I  regret  to  report  that  overcrowding  in  the  smallor  typ^o 
of  houses  is  very  evident?  and  although  we  have  no  accurate  data 
as  to  conditions?  we  have  sufficient  information  to  regard  the 
situation  as  serious.  No  easing  of  the  situation  can  be  looked  toi 
until  the  Housing  Programme  is  substantially  accomplished. 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  provision  of  new  housing 
accommodation?  the  Council  applied  for  26  timber  houses  (Swedish 
construction),  but  here  again  we  were  doomed  to  desappointment ?  as 
only  eight  houses  were  allocated  by  the  Ministry.  these  will  bo 

erected  at  Greatham  and  Hawkley. 

The  ultimate  requirements  of  houses  to  meet  normal  needs 
and  for  making  up  for  arrears  accumulated  during  the  War  years?  m -W 
be  regarded  as  being  very  substantial.  In  addition  the  Council  v-/:i 
sooner  or  later  have  to  deal  with  the  question  of  existing  dwell --*-g 
a  large  number  of  which  will  require  considerable  repair  etc.  i*~ 
order  to  bring  them  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness  tor 
occupation. 

We  have  also  very  much  before  us  the  recommendations  ci 
the  Hobhouse  Report  in  regard  to  Rural  Cottages.  A  comprehensive; 
Survey  of  all  Cottages  within  the  District  is  well  in  hand.  When 
the  result  of  this  Survey  is  fully  tabulated  we  shall  be  in  a 
better  position  to  assess  the  ultimate  need  for  houses  in  the 


District. 


Referring  again  to  the  Hobhouse.  Report  on  Rural  Housing? 


look  forwax*d  to  new  legislation  to  enable  Housing  Authorities 


to 


Should  the 


%* 


* 


give  effect  in  some  measure  to  their  recommendations. 


necessary  Legislation  be  forthcoming  Local  Authorities  would  then  be 
ui  the  position  to  exercise  their  authority  at  their  discretion, 
especially  in  those  cases  where  repair  work  is  necessary,  or  to  avoid 
any  work  now  carried  out  becoming  redundant.  We  would  also  like  to 
see  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  \ct  fully  restored  with  certain  desir¬ 
able  amendments,  as  it  is  felt  that  much  could  be  done,  even  in  these 
difficult  times,  with  the  assistance  of  a  moderate  Grant  towards  the 
cost  of  reconditioning  and  improving  Rural  Cottages.  There  is  much 
leeway  to  be  made  up  after  almost  a  complete  lapse  of  over  six  years. 

HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


The  condition  of  a  large  number  of  Cottages  has  lamentably 
deteriorated  during  the  War  years.  As  a  direct  reaction  to  the  Rent 
and  Mortgage  Restriction  Act,  many  owners,  who  formerly  maintained 
their  property  in  a  fairly  habitable  condition,  are  not  now  disposed 
to  incur  the  expense,  as  under  the  present  legislation,  the  whole  cost 
must  be  borne  by  the  owner,  unless  any  work  carried  out  to  a  dwelling 
can  be  reasonably  termed  u Improvements.  "  The  financial  reprecussions 
with  regard  to  Cottages  is  most  severely  felt  by  the  small  owner  who 
has  to  exist  on  a  small  limited  income  derived  from  cottage  property. 
The  future  prospects  for  such  small  owner  as  well  as  the  larger  ones 
is  not  reassuring,  unless  the  Government  decree  that  some  portion  of 
the  burden  shall  be  borne  by  the  tenant  as  increased  rent. 

A  considerable  amount  of  Inspection  Work  was  done  during 
the  year,  and  every  endeavour  was  made  to  effect  repairs  etc.  by 
informal  action.  I  append  herewith  a  Summary  of  the  Inspections 
made  under  the  various  icts:- 


1.  Inspection  of  dwel linn;  houses 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts. )  141* 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  230* 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub¬ 

heading  (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925?  and  Amendment  Regulations  1932*  9» 
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14. 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose 


of  dwelling  houses  under  Sub-heading 
found  to  be  in  a  state 


Numbe r 
2  ( a) . 

injurious  to  health  as 
habitation. 


so 


dangerous  or 


to  be  unfit  for  human 


1 


those 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  exclusive  of 
referred  to  under  the  preceeding  Sub -heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation. 

£ e  ■  v- me dy  o f  Defects  during  the  year,  without  service 
o  f  "  oiTia  1  N o  t i ce  s . 


8. 


TT 

I 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  Authority  or  their  Officers. 

j,_ _ Action  under  _3  1  suu  t o i v  P o w ^ r s  u uri ng  t he  y e_a r gr 
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(a) 


(d) 


Proceedings 
Housing  Act 

under 

1936. 

Sections 

Proceedings 

unde  r 

i — i 

JD 

B 

■e 

< — 1 

e_) 

Proceedings 

under 

Sections 

Housing  Act 

1936. 

« 

Proceedings 
1936 . 

under 

Section 

The  pr i no i p a 1  i ndu s  t r i al 

Sections  9?  10  and  l6  of  the 


1. 

nil. 

1. 

nil. 


to  be  that  of  Agriculture,  of  which  Industry,  Dairy  Farming  forms  a 

He  o-iste  red 

large  percentage.  The  number  of /Wholesale  Milk  Producers  being  129* 

Most  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  District  is  retailed  in 
Portsmouth  and  the  London  Districts. 


Corn  grow in 


g  and  Stock  raising  also  employs  a  fair  quota  of 


labou  r. 


Apart  from  Dairy  produce  very  little  Food  Stuff  is  produced 

or  manufactured  in  the  District.  Fruit  is  grown  on  a  large  scale  in 

tim  Li  so  area  and  Hops  at  Bu  niton  and  Ilawkley* 

Industrial  Occup at  ion. 

The  District  is  principally  Agricultural  and  Residential  and 
consequently  does  not  attract  much  Industry.  Industrial  workers  xind 

occupation  at  other  Centres  outside  the  District. 

A  few  Industries  were  created  during  the  War  years  and  there 
is  every  liklihood  of  these  being  continued  and  becoming  permanent. 

Light  Industries  should  be  encouraged  in  order  to  provide 


local  employment  for  the  inhabitants. 


